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Didactic Units: “ Europe in Love”    

AGAPE 4: HUNGARIAN TALES 
 

VALY’S VALUES 

Lesson 1 

Type of love: AGAPE. 

Topic: Storytelling. 

 

Groups of three ( 55 minutes) 

INTRODUCTION 

English: Present simple and past simple sentences. 

Task 1 (10 minutes) 

Students in groups of three people have to search for the tale discussed in their mother tongue and 

identify the writer using the Internet. 

- Author: VAL BIRO. 

- Title: EL DIABLO CAPATAZ from the book Hungarian Folk-Tales. 

Task 2 (10 minutes) 

Students read the beginning of the story to find the problematic situation of the character. 

They read the development of the story and answer the following questions: 

a) What happens? ! The main character has a problem with his step-mother: A tree branch 

(represents his mother) advises him that his soup is poisoned, so he must run away to 

protect himself. 

b) Why does Valy help others? � Because of an unconditional love that transcends, that serves 

regardless of circumstances (AGAPE). 
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c) Have you ever been in a similar situation? � Tell and contrast students’ own experiences 

lived similar to the tale. 

d) How did you feel?- Free answer. 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 MAIN ACTIVITIES 

Task 3 (20 minutes) 

In groups of three students invent a different character who helps Valy on the way and write the scene. 

Task 4 (10 minutes) 

Each group presents their new character reading the short scene. 

 

CONCLUSION 

Class discussion: 5 minutes 

Discuss (in a big group) about the presence of AGAPE in the tale. Comment the importance of helping 

people in everyday life, when you can do it without any kind of benefit for yourself. 

 

FOLLOW-UP 

Homework: 5 minutes 

Make a brief worksheet with the main information about the author: date of birth - death, 
nationality, profession, family, masterpieces… 
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Val Biro 

Balint Stephen Biro (Budapest, October 6, 1921 – July 4, 2014) was a children's author, artist and 

illustrator. He received his education in Budapest and London. Originally a native of Hungary, his studio 

was located in Amersham in Buckinghamshire.[1] 

 

From an interview in the early 1970s: "My writing is mainly concerned with my vintage car "Gumdrop." It 

was four years ago that my publishers suggested that it was about time that I wrote a book for children 

and not merely illustrate one; and I decided on Gumdrop as the main character. 

 

"I write so as to give my alter-ego a good chance for drawing pictures, though I find that the story I invent 

tends to run away with itself, leaving me, the illustrator, behind! Each story tends to be based on personal 

experience and, equally, each tends to grow out of that into the imagination. Each book seems to take a 

few months to gestate, and then I write it in one long day (or night)."[2] 

 

In the 1950s and 1960s Val Biro illustrated many book covers for famous authors such as Nigel Tranter 

and Nevil Shute (Requiem for a Wren, Round the Bend, The Far Country and Beyond the Black Stump). 

For C.S. Forester, publishing with Michael Joseph, Biro made cover illustrations of several first editions: 

Mr. Midshipman Hornblower, Lieutenant Hornblower, Hornblower and the Atropos, Hornblower in the 

West Indies and Randall and the River of Time. He also illustrated covers for Radio Times.[3] 

 

The real-life Gumdrop as driven by the author on 27 July 2008 

Gumdrop is the name of an Austin Clifton Heavy Twelve-Four of 1926,[4] the title character of a series of 

books authored by Val Biro, who owned an example. The stories revolve around the car and his owner, 

initially the younger Bill McArran, but for most of the series, the more senior Mr Oldcastle (later joined by a 

dog, Horace). The plots often involve the search for replacement parts for Gumdrop. Biro wrote the stories 

from the late 1960s to the 1980s. The main series of books, all fully illustrated in colour by Biro, ran to at 

least seventeen titles,[5] with a further twelve (at least) "Gumdrop Little Books"[5] also published in the 

1980s. Whilst Gumdrop's adventures are fictional, the car is not. Biro and Gumdrop were frequent visitors 

to car shows and other events in Sussex and surrounding area. Biro was seen driving Gumdrop in the 

television documentary "100 Year Old Drivers", broadcast on ITV on 13 August 2014, shortly after Biro's 

death. 
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Other works 

 

^ Julia Eccleshare. "Val Biro obituary | Books". theguardian.com. Retrieved 2014-07-30. 

^ The Official Val Biro Web Page 

^ "BBC Radio 4 - The Art of Radio Times". BBC Online. Retrieved 2013-09-26. 

^ Biro, Val (1967). Gumdrop and the Farmer's Friend. Hodder and Stoughton. pp. (endpapers). ISBN 0-

340-03418-1. 

^ a b Biro, Val (1988) [1973]. Gumdrop finds a Friend. Hodder and Stoughton. pp. (back cover). ISBN 0-

340-16451-4. 

Sources and external links Edit 

 

Commire, Anne, 1971: Something About the Author, Volume 1. Gale Research 

Val Biro at the Internet Speculative Fiction Database 

 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Val_Biro 
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DIDACTIC UNIT: VALY’S VALUES 

Lesson 2 

Type of love: AGAPE. 

Topic: Music in the life. 

 

Groups of three ( 55 minutes) 

INTRODUCTION 

Task 1 

( 10 minutes) 

In groups of three, students choose a scene of the tale when a character asks for help to Valy and when 

Valy helps them. They prepare a role playing and mime one of the three scenes. 

DEVELOPMENT 

 MAIN ACTIVITIES 

Task 2 (15 minutes) 

In groups of three, students search for some suitable music for each part of the story (Internet) and 

present it to the rest of the class. 

Task 3 (20 minutes) 

In groups of three, students create some rhythmic movements/beat out rhythms with their body 

(hands,etc. ) and school supplies to illustrate each part of the story. 

CONCLUSION 

Class discussion: 10 minutes 
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Discuss in a big group the influence of the music in our actions, and also how we need the music music to 

relax, to be active, to play and to express feelings. 

 

FOLLOW-UP 

In a scene of the tale, Valy helps a plant but at the end of the tale is the plant that helps Valy. Taking care 

of a plant is a way of non-interested love. 

Homework 

Each group of three students agree to bring a plant to class for the next session.. 
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DIDACTIC UNIT: VALY’S VALUES 

Lesson 3 

Type of love: AGAPE. 

Topic: The perfection in Maths. 

Groups of three (55 minutes) 

INTRODUCTION 

Task 1 (5 minutes) 

The teacher comments that in the story appears a number several times and makes the following 

question: 

What numbers appear repeatedly in this story? Think about the characters who ask for 

help from Valy and the number of challenges he must pass. 

 

Task 2 (10 minutes) 

In groups of three, search for the symbolism of this number (Internet). 

Meaning of number three:  

● religious sense: holy number (Trinity), mystic attributes, symbol of perfection. 

● philosophical sense: Plato (image of the Supreme Being: material, spiritual and intellectual) and 

Aristotle (begining, medium and ending). 

● mathematical: the first prime odd number. 

It is important to highlight that in every narrative text there are three parts (introduction, development and 

conclusion). 

Task 3 (5 minutes) 
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 In groups of three students find other examples of this magic number in stories, traditions, folk 
tales, etc. � The little pigs, Cinderella (2 stepsister+Cinderella), Aladdin (three wishes), The three 

musketeers, the number of Colombus’ naves, Egyptian pyramids, Shamrock. 

 

DEVELOPMENT 

 MAIN ACTIVITY 

Task 5 (30 minutes) 

Work in groups of three students using three different technics of drawing. Students draw the path that 

Valy runs along the story. Or it could be a personal version of the tale (their own experiences in their lives, 

for example). 

 

CONCLUSION 

The whole class makes an individual votation in hand raised to vote the most original and creative version 

drawn of the tale. 

 

 


